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sentation takes place, the small States contend that their liberties
will be in danger. If an equality of votes is to be put in its place,
tie large States say their money will be in danger. When a
broad table is to be made^-the sage spoke in the plain language
of a craftsman—"and the edges of planks do not fit, the artist
takes a little from both, and makes a good joint. In like manner
here both sides must part with some of their demands, in order
that they both join in some accomodating proposition." He sug-
gested that the states have equal numbers of senators. Then let
the senators vote equally by states in matters affecting state
sovereignty, but in money matters "have suffrage in proportion
to the sums their respective States do actually contribute to the
treasury," When a ship had many owners, Franklin observed,
"this was the rule of deciding on her expedition. He had been
one of the ministers from this Country to France during the
joint war and would have been very glad if allowed a vote in
distributing the money to carry it on/*
But the dissenting delegates were obdurate to any compromise.
Young Captain Dayton declared that assertions were not proof,
and that terror was not argument. Mere eloquence could not move
him. "He considered this system on the table**—the Virginia plan
—"as a novelty, an amphibious monster"; and was sure it would
never be received by the people. Martin would never confederate
if it could not be done on just principles. Gunning Bedford of
Delaware, whoin Pierce described as "precipitate in his judgment
, . . and very corpulant,*' spoke with an anger and accusation
that had not heretofore been heard in the Convention.
The larger states were acting out of interest, Bedford charged,
but pretending not to. "Georgia has an eye to her future wealth
and greatness—South Carolina, puffed up with the possession
of her wealth and negroes, and North Carolina, are all, from
different views, united with the great states. * . . Pretences to
support ambition are never wanting. Their cry is, where is the
danger? and they insist that altho* the powers of the general
government will be increased, yet it will be for the good of the
whole; and although the three great states form nearly a majority
of the people of America, they never will hurt or injure the lesser
states. I do not, gentlemen, trust you. . . . The small states
never can agree to the Virginia plan; and why then is it still
urged?" The delegates knew what the states had instructed them

